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Examen de Certificación B2 

Información para candidatos 
 
Destreza:	  Comprensión	  Lectora	  	  

	  

Duración:	   60	  minutos	  

	  

Número	  de	  textos:	  3	  o	  4	  

• Tipos	  de	  texto:	  artículos	  de	  revistas	  y	  periódicos,	  extractos	  de	  novelas	  y	  libros	  de	  texto,	  

extractos	  y	  artículos	  de	  páginas	  web,	  correspondencia,	  panfletos,	  y	  	  otros	  documentos.	  

• Cada	  texto	  tendrá	  un	  máximo	  de	  650	  palabras.	  

	  

Tareas:	  Cada	  texto	  tendrá	  una	  tarea	  de	  un	  tipo	  único	  con	  un	  máximo	  de	  10	  preguntas.	  

	  

Puntuación:	  Un	  punto	  por	  cada	  respuesta	  correcta.	  No	  se	  penalizan	  las	  respuestas	  incorrectas.	  

	  

Tipos	  de	  tareas:	  

• tipo	  test	  (multiple	  choice)	  

• emparejamiento	  (multiple	  matching)	  

• respuestas	  cortas	  (short	  answers)	  

	  

	  

NB	  Las	  tareas	  que	  aparecen	  en	  este	  documento	  incluyen	  menos	  preguntas	  a	  modo	  de	  ejemplo,	  

y	  extractos	  de	  los	  textos	  completos.	  Las	  respuestas	  a	  las	  tareas	  modelo	  se	  encuentran	  al	  final	  de	  

este	  documento.	  
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Ejemplo	  1:	  Preguntas	  de	  tipo	  test	  (multiple	  choice)	  

Read	  about	  a	  man´s	  life	  and	  answer	  the	  questions	  below.	  

	  

The man who lived to tell tales 

Brian James is a man who has reinvented himself, one might say. Twenty years ago he was an IT 
executive earning a huge salary. Now he is a house-husband, staying at home to look after his 
baby son while his wife, Betty, goes out to work. Between nappy changes and feeds, James has 
produced the novel he always knew he had in him. 
 
What brought about such a transformation? One winter morning in the mid 1990’s, Brian James 
was aboard the 6.50 a.m. train from Bournemouth to London when it crashed into another train at 
Waterloo Junction. Thirty-two passengers lost their lives. James survived, only sustaining minor 
injuries, but the emotional aftermath made his life a nightmare. It is only now that he has come 
through it. At the age of 42, he has become the author Shane Conlon: his first novel, Raven, came 
out last month. 
 
Born and brought up in Glasgow, Conlon says he 'had the classic deprived childhood. My 
mother, father, two sisters and myself lived in one room.' When his parents split up he spent a 
year in a children's home, and was then sent to foster parents. Dropping out of school at fifteen, 
he later joined the Air Force. This was followed by a short-lived marriage and various dead-end 
jobs. Conlon then went to university to take a degree in psychology. By the mid-nineties he had 
set himself up in Bournemouth as a computer consultant, training staff for companies with his 
then partner, Clarissa. 
 
While commuting back and forth to London, he came to know a few of the regulars on the 
6.50 train. On the day of the accident he was late and could not get his usual seat in the buffet 
car, so he sat in a carriage further towards the rear of the train. He was dozing as the train 
approached London. 'There was an almighty bang. At first I thought I'd been in a fight. The guy 
opposite had just been thrown against me.' He escaped with cuts and bruises, but the emotional 
trauma ran deeper. He had been in the third carriage from the end: he discovered that some of the 
commuters he usually sat with did not survive. 
 
'People told me I was very lucky, but I just felt I was in the wrong place. One minute you think 
you're the centre of the universe, then something like that brings it home to you that you're not. 
Afterwards, I was a mess. Back at work, I couldn't concentrate. I'd start a sentence and forget 
what I was talking about. My partner was watching the business falling apart and I just didn't 
care. My inner motivation, my drive, had gone. 
 
His girlfriend left and James hit rock bottom. 'I was on my own. I hadn't paid the mortgage for a 
year and I had no way of ever getting back.' Gradually he pulled himself out of it. He met his 
current wife and when she became pregnant, they agreed that he would stay at home and 
be house-husband when the baby arrived. 'I was really frightened of trying to do another big- 
earning job,' he explains. 'I didn't believe I would be able to hold down a job again. It would have 
to be something else, but I had no idea what.' He turned his hand to writing, and with the birth of 
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his son, he set about completing his first novel. 'Kevin would wake up, I'd feed him. He'd be quite 
happy playing on the floor while I sat and typed a page or two. Sometimes I’d work with him 
sitting on my lap.' 
 
After the publication of his first novel James signed a three-book deal and soon afterwards his 
agent sold the television rights to Raven. While admitting that things are still difficult financially, 
he has no regrets. 'What happened on that train changed my life. If I was still going up and down 
to London, I might be on £100,000 a year, but I'd hardly see my son. Now I can take a two-
minute break and have a cuddle. Who could ask for more?' 
  

 

The	  Man	  who	  lived	  to	  tell	  Tales	  

For	  each	  question,	  underline	  the	  most	  appropriate	  option	  a,	  b,	  c	  or	  d.	  

An	  example	  “0”	  has	  been	  done	  for	  you	  

0) After	  the	  accident,	  James	  
a) couldn't	  remember	  what	  had	  happened.	  
b) thought	  his	  partner	  was	  making	  bad	  decisions.	  
c) lost	  interest	  in	  his	  work.	  
d) stopped	  talking	  to	  his	  partner.	  

	  
1) As	  a	  result	  of	  the	  accident	  

a) James	  suffered	  emotionally	  and	  financially.	  
b) his	  girlfriend	  started	  another	  business.	  
c) James	  ended	  the	  relationship	  he	  was	  in.	  
d) James	  was	  forced	  to	  leave	  his	  home.	  

	  
2) Brian	  James	  became	  a	  writer	  

a) even	  though	  he	  knew	  nothing	  about	  writing.	  
b) because	  he	  had	  a	  lot	  of	  free	  time	  at	  home.	  
c) because	  he	  did	  not	  want	  to	  make	  a	  lot	  of	  money.	  
d) when	  he	  took	  on	  the	  role	  of	  house-‐husband.	  

	  
3) What	  is	  James’	  attitude	  to	  his	  life	  now?	  

a) He	  would	  like	  to	  be	  earning	  more	  money.	  
b) He	  hopes	  to	  work	  in	  television	  in	  future.	  
c) He	  thinks	  he	  made	  the	  right	  decisions.	  
d) He	  feels	  just	  as	  busy	  as	  he	  used	  to	  be.	  
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Ejemplo	  2:	  preguntas	  de	  emparejamiento	  (multiple	  matching)	  

You	  are	  going	  to	  read	  an	  article	  about	  a	  bestselling	  author.	  	  

Some	  sentences	  have	  been	  removed	  from	  the	  article.	  

Choose	  from	  the	  sentences	  A-‐F	  the	  one	  which	  fits	  each	  gap	  1-‐3.	  

There	  are	  two	  extra	  sentences	  which	  you	  do	  not	  need	  to	  use.	  

	  

An	  example,	  0,	  has	  been	  done	  for	  you.	  

	  

The man who lived to tell tales. 

Brian James is a man who has reinvented himself, one might say. Twenty years ago he was an IT 
executive earning a huge salary.0. D Between nappy changes and feeds, James has produced the 
novel he always knew he had in him. 
 
What brought about such a transformation? One winter morning in the mid 1990’s, Brian James 
was aboard the 6.50 a.m. train from Bournemouth to London when it crashed into another train at 
Waterloo Junction. Thirty-two passengers lost their lives. 1. It is only now that he has come 
through it. At the age of 42, he has become the author Shane Conlon, the pseudonym he uses as a 
writer. His first novel, Raven, came out last month. 
 
Born and brought up in Glasgow, James says he 'had the classic deprived childhood. My mother, 
father, two sisters and myself lived in one room.' When his parents split up he spent a year in a 
children's home, and was then sent to foster parents. Dropping out of school at fifteen, he later 
joined the Air Force. 2. James then went to university to take a degree in psychology. By 
the mid-nineties he had set himself up in Bournemouth as a computer consultant, training staff 
for companies with his then partner, Clarissa. 
 
While commuting back and forth to London, he came to know a few of the regulars on the 
6.50 train. 3. He was dozing as the train approached London. 'There was an almighty 
bang. At first I thought I'd been in a fight. The guy opposite had just been thrown against me.' He 
escaped with cuts and bruises, but the emotional trauma ran deeper. He had been in the third 
carriage from the end: he discovered that some of the commuters he usually sat with did not 
survive. 
 

 

A. This	  was	  followed	  by	  a	  short-‐lived	  marriage	  and	  various	  dead-‐end	  jobs.	  

B. He'd	  be	  quite	  happy	  playing	  on	  the	  floor	  while	  I	  sat	  and	  typed	  a	  page	  or	  two.	  

C. His	  former	  partner	  has	  no	  idea	  that	  Brian	  James	  and	  Shane	  Conlon	  are	  one	  and	  the	  same	  

person.	  
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D. Now	  he	  is	  a	  house-‐husband,	  staying	  at	  home	  to	  look	  after	  his	  baby	  son	  while	  his	  wife,	  

Betty,	  goes	  out	  to	  work.	  

E. James	  survived,	  only	  sustaining	  minor	  injuries,	  but	  the	  emotional	  aftermath	  made	  his	  life	  a	  

nightmare.	  

F. On	  the	  day	  of	  the	  accident	  he	  was	  late	  and	  could	  not	  get	  his	  usual	  seat	  in	  the	  buffet	  car,	  so	  

he	  sat	  in	  a	  carriage	  further	  towards	  the	  rear	  of	  the	  train.	  
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Ejemplo	  3:	  preguntas	  de	  respuestas	  cortas	  (short	  answers)	  

Read	  about	  a	  man´s	  life	  and	  answer	  the	  questions	  below.	  

	  

The man who lived to tell Tales 

Brian James is a man who has reinvented himself, one might say. Twenty years ago he was an IT 
executive earning a huge salary. Now he is a house-husband, staying at home to look after his 
baby son while his wife, Betty, goes out to work. Between nappy changes and feeds, James has 
produced the novel he always knew he had in him. 
 
What brought about such a transformation? One winter morning in the mid 1990’s, Brian James 
was aboard the 6.50 a.m. train from Bournemouth to London when it crashed into another train at 
Waterloo Junction. Thirty-two passengers lost their lives. James survived, only sustaining minor 
injuries, but the emotional aftermath made his life a nightmare. It is only now that he has come 
through it. At the age of 42, he has become the author Shane Conlon: his first novel, Raven, came 
out last month. 
 
Born and brought up in Glasgow, Conlon says he 'had the classic deprived childhood. My 
mother, father, two sisters and myself lived in one room.' When his parents split up he spent a 
year in a children's home, and was then sent to foster parents. Dropping out of school at fifteen, 
he later joined the Air Force. This was followed by a short-lived marriage and various dead-end 
jobs. Conlon then went to university to take a degree in psychology. By the mid-nineties he had 
set himself up in Bournemouth as a computer consultant, training staff for companies with his 
then partner, Clarissa. 
 
While commuting back and forth to London, he came to know a few of the regulars on the 
6.50 train. On the day of the accident he was late and could not get his usual seat in the buffet car, 
so he sat in a carriage further towards the rear of the train. He was dozing as the train approached 
London. 'There was an almighty bang. At first I thought I'd been in a fight. The guy opposite had 
just been thrown against me.' He escaped with cuts and bruises, but the emotional trauma ran 
deeper. He had been in the third carriage from the end: he discovered that some of the commuters 
he usually sat with did not survive. 
 
'People told me I was very lucky, but I just felt I was in the wrong place. One minute you think 
you're the centre of the universe, then something like that brings it home to you that you're not. 
Afterwards, I was a mess. Back at work, I couldn't concentrate. I'd start a sentence and forget 
what I was talking about. My partner was watching the business falling apart and I just didn't 
care. My inner motivation, my drive, had gone. 
 
His girlfriend left and James hit rock bottom. 'I was on my own. I hadn't paid the mortgage for a 
year and I had no way of ever getting back.' Gradually he pulled himself out of it. He met his 
current wife and when she became pregnant, they agreed that he would stay at home and 
be house-husband when the baby arrived. 'I was really frightened of trying to do another big- 
earning job,' he explains. 'I didn't believe I would be able to hold down a job again. It would have 
to be something else, but I had no idea what.' He turned his hand to writing, and with the birth of 
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his son, he set about completing his first novel. 'Kevin would wake up, I'd feed him. He'd be quite 
happy playing on the floor while I sat and typed a page or two. Sometimes I’d work with him 
sitting on my lap.' 
  

Complete	  the	  following	  sentences	  using	  no	  more	  than	  SIX	  words.	  

	  

An	  example	  “0”	  has	  been	  done	  for	  you:	  

	  

0. Conlon	  might	  have	  dropped	  out	  of	  school	  because	  he	  wasn´t	  motivated.	  

1. Conlon	  and	  Clarissa	  _____________________________________________________	  	  

2. Because	  Conlon	  was	  late	  _________________________________________________	  	  

3. The	  effects	  of	  the	  train	  accident	  ___________________________________________	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

COMPRENSIÓN	  LECTORA	  RESPUESTAS:	  

Ejercicio	  1.	  Multiple	  choice	  1a)	  2d)	  3c)	  	  

Ejercicio	  2.	  Multiple	  matching	  1.E,	  2.A,	  3.F	  	  

Ejercicio	  3.	  	  Short	  answers	  

1. Conlon	  and	  Clarissa	  were	  partners/worked	  together/	  worked	  together	  as	  computer	  

consultants.	  

2. Because	  Conlon	  was	  late	  he	  sat	  at	  the	  back.	  

3. The	  effects	  of	  the	  train	  accident	  were	  physical	  and	  emotional	  /lasted	  a	  long	  time.	  

 


